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From the Rabbi's Desk
They called in the Spring of 2014 and said 
“Something isn’t matching up.” I figured out 
what the issue was and explained it. They were 
satisfied. I figured I’d hear from them again in 
the Spring of 2016. For some reason, I didn’t, 
even though the issue would have arisen for 
them again then. So all was quiet on that front 
until this Spring, the Spring of 2019, when they 
called and once again said “I found some con-
tradictory information.”

Intriguing? It was certainly my kind of mystery 
-- involving Sages, math, and Jewish plural-
ism. Allow me to explain the issue, as well as 
explaining a change we’re making. The issue 
involves the Jewish Leap Month of Adar, and 
how it affects commemorating a yahrzeit.

Let me introduce you to Leah, a lightly fic-
tionalized CAA member. Let’s say that Leah’s 
father died long ago, on the 27th of Adar in a 
regular (non-leap) year. Leah finds it meaning-
ful to sponsor the oneg refreshments in his 
memory each year. She looks for the notifica-
tion of his yahrzeit date. The Jewish funeral 
home in Boston which handled her father’s 
final care sends her an annual notification. Leah 
also receives a yahrzeit notification from CAA.  

In 2013, she received both notifications at the 
same time. In 2014, she received the notifica-
tion from the funeral home, but the one from 

1

Bulletin
The

Congregation
 Ahavas Achim

THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE OF 
THE MONADNOCK REGION.

MAY/JUNE 2019

Rabbi Amy Loewenthal

(continued on page 2)

UPCOMING EVENTS
Annual Membership Meeting. . . . . . . . 5
Shavuot Celebration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
NEC Cohen Lecture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
CAA Movie Nights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
CAA Book Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Brooke Burman’s Bat Mitzvah . . . . . . . 8
See inside for details.

May/June
May 1 Yom HaShoah 7:00 PM 
 Commemoration
May 3 Kavanah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM 
 Oneg hosted by Ellen Ostreicher 
 in memory of Richard Dorner
May 5 Israel Fair/Last Day 9:30 AM 
 of Religious School Celebration 
May 7 Pizza Dinner 5:30 PM 
 Mincha Yahrzeit Minyan for 6:00 PM 
 Gerry Eichner’s father
May 8 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
May 10 Pizza Dinner 6:00 PM 
 Teacher Appreciation Service 7:00 PM
May 11 CAA Movie Night – “In 7:00 PM 
 Search of Israeli Cuisine”
May 12 NEC Cohen Lecture – “If I Am  3:00 PM 
 Not for Myself, Who Will Be for Me? 
 George Washington’s Runaway  Slave”
May 16 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
May 17 Lay-led Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
May 24 Shabbat Service/ 7:00 PM 
 Brooke Burman
May 25 Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 
 Brooke Burman’s Bat Mitzvah
May 30 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
May 31 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
June 7 Yizkor Service 6:30 PM 
 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
June 8 Erev Shavuot Celebration and 6:00 PM 
 Teach-in
June 9 Festival Davening 5:00 AM
June 12 Pizza Dinner 6:15 PM 
 Annual Membership Meeting/ 7:00 PM 
 Board of Directors Meeting
June 14  Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
June 15 CAA Movie Night – “The  7:00 PM 
 Physician”
June 18 CAA Book Club 7:00 PM
June 20 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
June 21 Kavanah Shabbat Service in 7:00 PM 
 Dublin
June 22 Torah Service 10:00 AM
June 28  Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
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CAA seemed to be missing. 
She called to ask about it. I 
looked into it and discov-
ered that CAA was poised to 
send her notification exactly 
one month later, because 
the funeral home and CAA 
followed different customs 
around commemorating an 
Adar yahrzeit. I studied the 
matter and, given the informa-
tion available to me at the time, I decided it 
was most prudent to continue the practice that 
CAA had established before I had arrived.

Further down, I’ll let you in on the consider-
ations I weighed in 2014. In 2019, we revisited 
those considerations and decided to change 
our approach. More about that later.

Leah was comfortable to follow the CAA cus-
tom. In the Spring of 2016, the next Jewish leap 
year, the funeral home notice and the CAA 
notice once again arrived one month apart. 
Neither Leah nor any other CAA members in 
the same situation contacted me that year. 

Although memory dims over time, in the Spring 
of 2019, when several members expressed con-
cern that they hadn’t received yahrzeit notifica-
tions from CAA (but had received such from 
funeral homes) I immediately remembered my 
research five years ago. And after further inves-
tigation, and consultation with the Religious 
Practices Chair and Office Manager, I decided 
to adopt the other main Adar yahrzeit custom 
because it has two strong advantages. So what is 
this all about anyway?  

Background: The secular calendar is a solar 
calendar with 365 days. The Jewish calendar 
is a lunar calendar with solar corrections.  A 
lunar month is 29.5 days, so a lunar year is 
about 354 days. If the shorter Jewish calendar 
were allowed to run without alteration, the 
Jewish holidays would become earlier and 
earlier in the year. But since Passover must be 
in Spring and Sukkot must be in Autumn, etc., 
a Leap Month is added to fix the holidays in 
their proper season. This leap month is added 
in a cyclical fashion, seven times in nineteen 
years. 

A regular (non-leap) year has twelve months. 
In a leap year, an extra month is inserted 

before the month of Adar. Somewhat confus-
ingly, the inserted month is called Adar I. The 
regular Adar which would exist in any year, is 
then called Adar II. 

Let’s look at the implications for commemorat-
ing an Adar yahrzeit. Here are three cases:

A) A person died (in a leap year) on the 27th 
day of Adar I. In leap years, the yahrzeit will 
be commemorated on 27 Adar I. In non-leap 
years (years with only one Adar), the yahrzeit 
will be commemorated on 27 Adar.

B) A person died (in a leap year) on the 27th 
day of Adar II. In leap years, the yahrzeit will 
be commemorated on 27 Adar II. In regular 
years (years with only one Adar), the yahrzeit 
will be commemorated on 27 Adar. 

C) A person died in a regular year on the 27th 
day of Adar. In regular years, with only one 
Adar, the yahrzeit will be commemorated on 
27 Adar. But in leap years, where there are two 
Adars, should the yahrzeit be commemorated 
on 27 Adar I or on 27 Adar II?

The answer to Case C) is “opinions vary.” 
When first confronted with this question in 
2014, I noticed that our member information 
database software was reporting Adar yah-
rzeits in a leap year on Adar II. I spoke with 
the software company at some length. I learned 
that there is no real consensus in the Jewish 
world. Some synagogues and funeral homes 
follow the Adar II custom and some follow the 
Adar I custom. The Sages began debating this 
at least six centuries ago. There is a list of great 
Sages who favor commemoration in Adar I. 
And there is a list of equally great Sages who 
favor commemoration in Adar II. The soft-
ware representative explained that CAA could 
choose either custom, and that neither was 
clearly preferable. I consulted with a colleague, 
read and pondered, and at that time, decided 
to stay the course. 

I reasoned that if there was no clear preference 
or consensus, if CAA switched to Adar I noti-
fication, then some CAA members would still 
receive seemingly contradictory notifications 
from funeral homes that use Adar II notifica-
tions. Switching us to the other system wouldn’t 
seem to reduce member confusion. It would just 
change which members were confused.
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Also, there is compelling logic to commemorat-
ing in Adar II. Adar II can be understood as 
“The Real Adar” – since, in a leap year, Purim 
will be observed in Adar II. Adar I is under-
stood as “The Extra Inserted Adar” -- stuck 
in before “The Real Adar.” Therefore, if given 
the choice of Adars, it makes sense to observe 
an Adar yahrzeit in “The Real Adar,” Adar 
II.  Many Sages agree (including my favorite, 
Maimonides, the RaMbaM).

I was also hesitant to alter what might have 
been a long-standing CAA practice of Adar II 
commemoration. It seemed to have worked 
out fine in the past. It made sense. And if it put 
us out of step with some Jewish institutions, 
switching would put us out of step with some 
other Jewish institutions.

The status quo seemed to suit us well. We 
passed through the Leap Year of 2016 without 
any member concerns. But a few months ago, 
when the Adar Leap Year issue arose again, 
numerous members shared their confusion.  It 
seemed like time to re-examine the issue.

First, I investigated the rationale for the other 
main Adar commemoration custom. There are 
those who choose to commemorate an Adar 
yahrzeit (from a non-leap year death) in Adar I 
(in a leap year). They agree with the Sages who 
said it’s best to do a mitzvah sooner rather than 
later.

Then I surveyed a number of colleagues and 
Jewish friends to try to get a better sense of how 
widely each custom was practiced. Although 
our software representative indicated that there 
was no real preference for one custom over the 
other, my further research this year does indi-
cate that Ashkenazi Jews tend to favor Adar I 
commemoration, Sephardi/Mizrachi Jews tend 
to favor Adar II commemoration, and some 
Hasidim will commemorate the yahrzeit twice, 
once in Adar I and once in Adar II.

ChaBaD says “customs vary, consult your local 
rabbi.” The Conservative Movement’s widely 
published Luach ha Shanah, the calendar of the 
year, advises its readers to observe in Adar I. 
On the other hand, an excellent responsum by 
Rabbi David Golinkin of the Conservative rab-
binical seminary in Jerusalem, the Schechter 
Institute, says “there is not even a clear con-
sensus among Ashkenazim or Sefaradim. 

Personally, I prefer the custom of Adar II.”  This 
responsum gives a comprehensive list of the 
Sages who hold by Adar I observance; those 
who favor Adar II observance; those who favor 
commemorating in both Adar I and Adar II; and 
that one lone thinker who proposes observing 
the first year’s yahrzeit in Adar I but subsequent 
yahrzeits in Adar II. See the link for the respon-
sum at the bottom of this article.

So even though there is no clear consensus, it 
does seem that the Adar I commemoration is 
slightly more common than our current prac-
tice. As we shift to Adar I commemoration, 
lightly fictionalized Leah who we heard from in 
2014, and the members we heard from in 2019 
will no longer receive seemingly contradictory 
notifications from funeral homes or former 
synagogues on the one hand, and CAA on the 
other. If there are some members who have 
been receiving notifications from other Jewish 
institutions that follow Adar II commemora-
tion, they will become newly confused. It seems 
likely that this will be a small population, how-
ever. And we will be ready to meet them with 
already prepared educational resources, includ-
ing this column!

Giving a nod to a more widespread custom is 
one reason for CAA changing to Adar I notifica-
tion. But the most practical consideration is to 
compare worst outcomes. If a person intended 
to observe in Adar I and CAA notifies them 
in Adar II, they have lost the opportunity. 
However, if a person intended to observe in 
Adar II and CAA notifies them in Adar I, they 
retain the option to do so, and the only “harm” 
is that they have an extra month’s notice. 
Comparing these two worst outcomes makes 
the strongest case for CAA sending Adar I yah-
rzeit notifications.  

Our notifications are intended to be helpful, not 
prescriptive. We will, of course, support our 
members who wish to commemorate the yah-
rzeit in Adar II.

If you’ve read all the way to the end of this col-
umn, I’m guessing that you love Sages, math, 
and Jewish pluralism as much as I do. 

Mazel Tov! Rabbi Loewenthal
Link: http://www.schechter.edu/when-a-per-
son-passed-away-in-adar-when-is-the-yahrzeit-
observed-in-a-leap-year/
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ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue. Patronize our advertisers! 

A Letter from the President
I’m looking forward to our upcoming CAA 
Annual Meeting on June 12th! We’ll begin at 
6:15 pm with a pizza dinner. Our annual meet-
ing, highlighting our accomplishments from this 
year and aspirations for next year, will begin at 
7 pm.

One forward-looking item will be the announce-
ment of one or two mutual goals for the com-
ing year that the Board of Directors and Rabbi 
Loewenthal will be working on together on 
behalf of CAA.

The setting of mutual goals was included (at the 
Rabbi’s request) in her contract, in the following 
language: Working together on behalf of the 
congregation, the Rabbi and the Board will set 
one or more mutual goals for the upcoming 
year.

I wanted to share with you our process so far 
in identifying mutual goals. We had an initial 
goal-setting session on April 10th after a brief 
Board meeting. Jennifer Cohen ably facilitated 
this session -- many thanks, Jen!

Jen led us through general thoughts about goal-
setting. We discussed benefits of setting goals: 
goals serve as a roadmap; background music to 
help us align our activities for the next year, etc. 
We identified different kinds of goals, such as 
short term and long term goals. Then, turning 
our thoughts to our congregational community, 
responded to several broad questions. 

We wrote individual responses to the question: 
What are you proud of here at Congregation 
Ahavas Achim?  The answers fall into these cat-
egories: 

• That we are welcoming to all
• Our beautiful building/sanctuary
• Our Religious School curriculum, including 

our Heroes Program
• That we offer activities for 

Jews at all levels of obser-
vance

• The role our synagogue 
plays in the larger commu-
nity

• How people care about each 
other, and take care of each 
other in hard times Ronnie Brown
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• That we have a relatively full observance of 
Jewish Holidays

• We have lots of people who like to learn and 
appreciate the arts

• CAA’s history 
Another question was What would you like 
to see more of or expand on at CAA? Here is a 
summary of responses:
• More members involved in helping to make 

events happen
• A more deliberate integration of new-ish 

members into the community (e.g. have more 
Shabbat dinners in homes)

• More exposure to progressive versions of ritu-
als

• Increase membership
• More youth programming; more young fami-

lies, more children in the Religious School
• More programs to bring the larger community 

into the building
• More outdoor/nature stuff

In the third step of our process, we began for-
mulating potential mutual goals to work on 
next year. Our ideas represented six broad 
areas, which we then prioritized. The top find-
ings will be reviewed and discussed at the next 
Rabbi Liaison Committee and at our May Board 
meeting. Finally, the Rabbi and Board will 
decide on one or two mutual goals. These will 
be presented to the congregation at the June 
Annual Meeting. 

While the specifics will be worked out between 
now and the annual meeting on June 12th, it is 
clear that we have an interest in engaging more 
people, young and old, in the activities of our 
synagogue community.  As we enjoy the fresh-
ness of Spring, I invite you to think about what 
you are proud of at CAA and how you might 
expand your participation in the life of our 
community.

L’shalom, Ronnie Brown, President 
president.ahavas.achim@gmail.com

CAA Board of Trustees 2019-2020 
Nominating Committee Report
The following slate of Officers and Trustees for 
2019-2020 has been presented to the Board of 
Directors and will be voted upon at the Annual 

Membership Meeting on Wednesday evening, 
June 12th.  Members may also make nomina-
tions from the floor at the Annual Meeting.

Many thanks to trustee, David Butler for 
his years of service on the Board and to 
Yelena Rodolitz for being our Board Youth 
Representative.

Officers for 2019-2020
President .................................. Ronnie Brown
Vice-President ......................... Janet Furcht
Treasurer ................................. David Kochman
Financial Secretary ................. Scott Friedman
Recording Secretary ............... Jennifer Cohen
Corresponding Secretary ...... Selena Katz
Immediate Past-President ..... David Kochman
Trustees
Serving until 2020 ..................Gail Giesen
 Marni Silverstein
 Pam Weinrieb
Serving until 2021 ..................Jerry Kaufman
 Vivian Prunier
 Sarah Vogel
Serving until 2022 ..................Andrea Levin
 Wendy Platt
 Gary Shapiro
Youth Representative .............TBD

Save the Date! 
Congregation Ahavas Achim 
Annual Membership Meeting
All are invited to attend our congregational 
Annual Meeting, which will be held on 
Wednesday, June 12th at 7:00 pm in the 
Social Hall.  Officers and Trustees for the 
coming year will be elected, and activities of 
the synagogue committees will be reviewed.  
Join us as we hear highlights of the year in 
review and set goals together for the com-
ing year.

We’ll begin with a pizza dinner at 6:15 pm 
followed by the meeting at 7:00 pm.

All members are encouraged to attend!
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WELLER & MICHAL ARCHITECTS  

RESIDENTIAL  

COMMERCIAL   

MUNICIPAL 
INSTITUTIONAL  

POB 360,  25 Church Street      
Harr isv i l le  NH 03450  

www.wapm.com                                   603-827-3840      

May-June Happenings
May 
Yom HaShoah Commemoration
Wednesday, May 1 at 7:00 pm    
CAA invites you to an intimate memorial gath-
ering. We remember the six million Jews who 
perished in the Holocaust and reflect on how 
our own lives were touched by the Shoah.

Religious School Last Day Celebration / Israel 
Fair
Sunday, May 5 from 9:30-12:00 am   
The entire CAA community is invited to come 
to school on Sunday May 5 for our final day of 
Religious School. We’ll begin by reviewing all 
the Heroes we studied this year – in the Fall 
semester: Prophets, Reluctant Prophets, and 
False Prophets; in the Spring semester: Jewish 
American Heroes. It will be a chance to reinforce 
the students’ learning and also an opportunity 
for parents or other adult CAA members to learn 
something about a variety of Jewish heroes. Join 
us to learn or be reminded of what you already 
know about these fascinating people!

At 10:30 we’ll have our annual Israel Fair. Visit 
various stations that celebrate the diversity of 
Israeli experience, inventions, and religious sites! 
Engage in Israeli arts, crafts, music, and dance! 
Then we’ll go downstairs and enjoy a brunch 
filled with Israeli treats and eat a 71st birthday 
cake for the State of Israel. All are welcome.

Teacher Appreciation Service 
Pizza Dinner at 6:00 pm
Service begins at 7:00 pm
Friday, May 10
Join us at the Friday night service to show our 
Religious School teachers how much we appre-
ciate their talent, dedication, and hard work. At 

6:00 we’ll have a pizza dinner for teachers and 
Religious School families. Dinner will be fol-
lowed by a celebratory Shabbat service honor-
ing the teachers.  

Also, remember that teachers love THANK 
YOU cards, especially ones written or drawn by 
students!

June
Shavuot Celebration and Teach-In
Saturday-Sunday, June 8-9 from 6:00 pm- 
5:00 am
Come for a little, or stay for a lot!  This year’s 
Tikun Leyl Shavuot features a special guest lec-
turer: Noam Wolf, our Shlicha, Israel Emissary, 
sponsored by the New Hampshire Jewish 
Federation.

Our Tikun Leyl Shavuot begins with a POT 
LUCK dairy/pareve dinner at 6:00 pm followed 
by a Cheesecake Competition. Then we’ll listen 
to Noam as well as CAA members present a 
variety of interesting and entertaining Jewish-
related topics.  In the wee hours of the morning, 
we’ll sit together and study sacred texts, as the 
ancient Kabbalists did, in anticipation of receiv-
ing the Torah. We’ll end with a 5:00 am joyful 
Festival Morning Service.

Snacks and coffee will be available throughout the 
night.

If you’d like to present at the Tikun, contact 
Rabbi Loewenthal.

Kavanah Shabbat Service in Dublin
Friday, June 21 at 7:00 pm                
In honor of our CAA members who live some 
distance east of our synagogue’s Keene location, 
we’re having a change of venue this Friday night. 
Instead of praying at shul, we’ll gather at the 
home of David and Grisel Levene in Dublin. Feel 
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The Nathan E. Cohen Lecture Series Presents

If I aM not for MySelf, Who WIll Be for Me? GeorGe WaShInGton’S 
runaWay Slave – PortrayeD By GWenDolyn Que zaIre-PreSut tI

Sunday, May 12 at 3:00 pm
Congregation Ahavas Achim
Admission is free – All are welcome

 
The Nathan E. Cohen lectures series is 
proud to offer a living history presentation 
concerning Oney Judge Staines, George 
Washington’s runaway slave.  According 
to the Constitution, Oney Judge was only 
three-fifths of a person. 

To her masters, George and Martha 
Washington, she was merely "the girl." All 
she wanted was the freedom to control her 
own actions, but her account of escaping 
the Executive Mansion in Philadelphia, flee-
ing north and establishing a life in New 

Hampshire is not a typical runaway story. 

Portrayed by Gwendolyn Quezaire-Presutti, 
Oney’s tale provides an alternative perspec-
tive on the new nation’s social, political, and 
economic development, from one whose per-
sonal experience so contradicted the promise 
of the principles embodied in the nation’s 
founding documents. 

This lecture is being sponsored by the Nathan 
E. Cohen Memorial Lecture Series and New 
Hampshire Humanities.

free to bring a light refreshment for the oneg.

For address and directions, contact David 
Levene at dlevene52@gmail.com 

The CAA Movie Club
Once a month we get together for a Jewish-
themed film and discussion over popcorn and 
other snacks.  After brief framing comments 
we watch a movie, followed by group discus-
sion.  It’s an enjoyable social evening and often 
a chance to learn something new, as well.

We’ll provide popcorn and other snacks. 
Saturday Night at the Movies is free to CAA 
members.  Non-members are asked to provide a 
$5 donation to defray costs of refreshment and 
film rental or purchase.

Saturday, May 11 at 7:00 pm “In Search of 
Israeli Cuisine”
Roger Sherman’s award-winning documentary 
takes a close look at the exciting Israeli restau-
rant scene of the last 30 years.  Although Israel 
was once thought of as exclusively a country 
of falafel stands and schnitzel, the new genera-
tion of Israeli chefs has changed the world’s 

perceptions.  They use local fresh ingredients 
and the input of the myriad cultures that make 
up Israeli society to develop a new cuisine 
that is spreading to the food capitals of the 
world. The diverse influences – Moroccan, 
Persian, Lebanese, French, Italian, Russian – are 
explored in this culinary adventure.  We’ll make 
sure to have significant snacks on hand so you 
don’t leave too hungry!

Saturday, June 15 at 7:00 pm “The Physician”
This 2013 film about medieval medicine plunges 
us into a time when medicine consisted more 
of superstition and misinformation than actual 
healing.  Eleventh century Englishman Rob 
Cole (played by Tom Payne of The Walking 
Dead) wants to be a physician.  He travels to 
Persia to study under the great polymath Ibn 
Sina, author of the Book of Healing (played by 
the amazing Ben Kingsley).  Ibn Sina’s school is 
only open to Muslims and Jews, not Christians, 
so Rob changes his name and passes himself 
off as a Jew.  This compelling film, based on 
the novel by the same name by Noah Gordon, 
depicts medicine as a war against ignorance, 
and Rob and his mentor as warriors trying to 
save as many lives as possible.
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An Invitation
Shalom,
My name is Brooke 
Burman.  I am a 
seventh grader at 
the Monadnock 
Waldorf School 
and, for nearly a 
year, I have been 
preparing for my 
bat mitzvah.  

Being Jewish is important to me.  I love 
being able to celebrate the holidays with my 
family and introduce Jewish customs to my 
non-Jewish friends.  I enjoy swimming, being 
outside, playing with my family, and hang-
ing out with friends.  I also like reading and 
doing activities with my hands.

The parshat I have chosen is B’har.  In B’har 
G-d describes the laws surrounding giving 
the land a sabbath rest every seven years - 
“shemitah”. It also talks about the Jubilee 
year which comes every 50 years.  For my 
mitzvah project I made soup for Hundred 
Nights, an organization providing shelter 
and warm meals to those in need.  

One of my most important teachers has been 
my mom.  My father is Jewish, and although 
my mother is not she has taught me most of 
my Hebrew, though luckily not my tunes. 
For that and much more I have Lainee and 
the Rabbi to thank. I also have to thank 
Lainee for teaching me the prayers for Friday 
night and Saturday day services, and Rabbi 
Lowenthal who taught me all the tropes so 
that I could learn my Torah portion.  

I would like to invite you all to come cel-
ebrate with me and my family for Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service on Friday May 24th and, as I 
am called to the Torah, on Saturday, May 25, 
2019.  I hope to see you there.

If you would like to help me feed those in 
need I will have a donation box for non-per-
ishable items inside the synagogue’s main 
hall.

Sincerely, Brooke 

The CAA Book Club Offers  
"All Other Nights" by Dara Horn 
Tuesday, June 18, at 6:30 pm
A gripping historical novel set among American 
Jewish communities during the Civil War.  
Like other ethnic groups, American Jews were 
starkly divided, depending on where they lived.  
The novel’s protagonist, Jacob Rappaport, is 
a Jewish soldier for the Union Army who is 
sent as a spy to a Southern Jewish community, 
where he is charged with foiling a plot to assas-
sinate Lincoln in 1862. Based on real historical 
characters, Horn’s novel has many plot twists 
that will keep you on the edge of your seat. 

The CAA Library has multiple copies of this 
novel available to be borrowed.  We’ll discuss it 
over a light supper on Tuesday, June 18.

Did you miss out on previous CAA Book Club 
offerings?  There’s something for everyone: 
historical fiction, modern fiction, theology, con-
temporary issues in Judaism, biblical history.  
We have multiple copies of previous Book Club 
books and they are available for all CAA mem-
bers to borrow.

Weekly Torah Study – Open to All
Join us on Sundays when Religious School is in 
session, from 12:30-2:00, as we read and discuss 
the parasha of the week, the weekly portion of 
Torah that is read by Jews the world over.  Each 
Sunday we look ahead to the coming Shabbat 
reading.  

After brief framing comments, we read – in 
English or in Hebrew followed by English 
translation – the text, stopping to look at com-
mentary and discuss issues raised.  There’s a 
core group who usually comes, and drop ins are 
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Simchas for May/June
Birthdays
Daniella Yitzchak .........................May 1
Lisa Schadick ................................May 4
Lauren Platt ...................................May 5
Paul Bettinger ...............................May 8
Abe Visser .....................................May 11
Jane Shapiro ..................................May 12
Brooke Burman .............................May 13
Karen Foster ..................................May 15
Benjamin Aldrich .........................May 16
Mitchell Greenwald .....................May 18
Jeremy Fish....................................May 18
Rachel Prunier ..............................May 18
Noah James Davern .....................May 19
Isaac Kaufman ..............................May 21
Craig Oskow .................................May 21
Rose Weinrieb ...............................May 21
Guy Burman .................................May 25
Tami Bettinger ..............................May 29

Olivia Schadick .............................May 31
Liav Moon ..................................... June 4
Martin Gross ................................. June 7
Allen Hollander ............................ June 9
Rebecca Vogel ............................... June 10
Randall Carmel ............................. June 12
Seth Blair ....................................... June 15
Joshua Bettinger ........................... June 16
Brooke Bull .................................... June 19
Jacob Blair ...................................... June 20
Amaris Weller ............................... June 28
Michael Davidovits ...................... June 30
Anniversaries
Thomas & Susan Weller ..............May 16
Rick & Jan Cohen .........................May 26
David Winn & Ellen Ostreicher . June 12
Paul & Elaine Bieber .................... June 16
Scott Friedman & Dawn Pieper . June 22

 
Cleaning and Restoration 

Services

always welcome.  No previous experience with 
Torah study is required.  Light refreshments are 
served.

Adult Hebrew Classes 
Do you feel daunted by Hebrew prayers?  Do 
you find yourself reading transliteration?  Or 
are you saying the prayers by rote, but not 
understanding the meaning?  We have a class 
for you!

On Sundays when religious school is in session, 
Prayer Book Hebrew Class meets from 2:30 to 
3:30.  We review vocabulary and grammar from 
Hebrew prayers, practice reading and translat-
ing some of the liturgy, and throw in a little 
Modern Hebrew grammar, as appropriate.  We 

use textbook, prayer book, and video to make 
for an interactive and multi-faceted session.

It’s fun and it will make your shul experience 
more meaningful and enjoyable when you 
know what the words mean.

Prayer Book Hebrew is open to anyone who 
knows all the Hebrew letters and can decode, 
albeit slowly, with vowels.  If you need to 
learn Alef Bet, that can be arranged at a dif-
ferent time.  Contact Education Director Dale 
Rosenberg at eddirector.ahavas.achim@gmail.
com for more information.  Or just show up on 
Sunday afternoons.
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Volunteer at The Community 
Kitchen
CAA will be volunteering at the 
Community Kitchen on the follow-
ing Thursdays:  May 16, May 30 
and June 20.  

Please arrive by 4:45 to wash hands, 
don apron, hat, gloves and assume 
positions in the serving line or in 
the kitchen, and let the meal begin! 
We usually are finished by 6:45 and 
out the door.  

All congregants are invited to come 
help out for all or even just part of 
the evening.  As always, it helps if 
you notify me ahead of time when 
you know you will be volunteering 
at TCK.  We try not to be over-vol-
unteered, or under-volunteered!

Thanks, Gary Shapiro, 352-0440 or 
email: gm_shapiro@yahoo.com

Highlights of the March/April CAA 
Board Meetings
Torah Scroll Repair: The repair of 
the second Torah scroll is nearing 
completion. The Religious Practices 
Committee is discussing ways in 
which the congregation can interact 
with the Torah scrolls more mind-
fully and with more concern for 
the safety of the newly refurbished 
scrolls. 

Website Update: Necessary updates 
and improvements to CAA website 
were identified by members of a website com-
mittee. Some of these updates will be made 
through the CAA office and others will be made 
through our contracted web designer. 

Mutual Goal Setting Session: Jennifer Cohen 
facilitated a goal setting session with board 
members on April 10th. Mutual goal setting 
between the CAA board and Rabbi Loewenthal 
is included in the rabbi’s contract. During this 
session, the board members brainstormed pos-
sible goals and identified goals in which people 
are most interested.  

Yahrzeits for May/June
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
5/4  Alice E. Cohen  29 Nissan  4/26
5/6  Pearl F. Goldberg  1 Iyar  5/3
5/7  Albert Eichner  2 Iyar  5/3
5/7 Irving Post 2 Iyar 5/3
5/9 Annie Livingstone 4 Iyar 5/3
5/9 Celia Stone 4 Iyar 5/3
5/10 Sam Fox 5 Iyar 5/10
4/22 Lester O. Goldstein 5 Iyar 5/10
5/12 Richard Dorner 7 Iyar 5/10
5/12 Betty Querns 11 Iyar 5/10
5/17 Rose Hanan 12 Iyar 5/17
5/21 Adam C. Winn  16 Iyar  5/17
5/22    Eli Hanan  17 Iyar  5/17
5/22    Rabbi Bill Kurry  17 Iyar   5/17
5/27    Alexander Zalman  22 Iyar   5/24
5/28    Robert Feinegold  23 Iyar  5/24
5/29    Mae Shapiro  24 Iyar   5/24
6/4    Joel Rosenberg  1 Sivan   5/31
6/7    Nathan Goodman Zeskind  4 Sivan   6/7
6/16    Marcia Gewanter  13 Sivan   6/14
6/17    Yetta Popover  14 Sivan   6/14
6/17    Sophie Rosell  14 Sivan  6/14
6/17    Lillian Shapiro  14 Sivan   6/14
6/18    Martha Ann Lloyd  15 Sivan   6/14
6/21    Marcia St. Lifer  18 Sivan    6/21
6/24    Norman Fish  21 Sivan  6/21
6/26    Celia Weinrieb  23 Sivan   6/21
6/27    Meyer Tenofsky  24 Sivan   6/21
6/28    Sidney Butler  25 Sivan    6/28
6/30    Robert Strauss  27 Sivan    6/28
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.

Ways to Ease the Suffering of Mental Illness
Presented by the Keene NAMI Adult Support 
Group
Tuesday, May 21: Sharon Rousmaniere on 
“Feeding the Mind: How Food Affects 
Mental Health”
Tuesday, June 18: Cindy Sterling on 
“Profound Presence - Phoenix Rising Yoga 
Therapy Explores and Heals Mind and Body 
as One”
6:30 pm-7:30 pm, St James Church, 44 West 
Street, Keene. Park in the back and enter 
through the red door. Free, the public is invited!
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Cycle of Life
Donations
General Fund
Elaine and Paul Bieber in 
memory of Gwendoline Winn, 
mother of David Winn
Elaine and Paul Bieber in memory of Robert 
Cater, father of Sue Cater
David and Sandy Kochman in memory of 
Gwendoline Winn
David Winn and Ellen Ostreicher in memory of 
Gwendoline Winn
Elaine and Paul Bieber in memory of Sye Visser, 
father of Abe Visser
Sandy and David Kochman in memory of Sye 
Visser
Sue Cater in memory of her father, Robert Cater
Sandy and David Kochman in memory of 
Robert Cater  
Rose Weinrieb in gratitude for the misloach 
manot basket delivered by Religious School stu-
dents
Jill and Marty Post in memory of Marty's father, 
Irving Post and Jill's father, Harvey Miner
Helen Colby in memory of Richard Roscoe 
Mercier

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Yvette Yeager in memory of Frieda Yeager
Gary and Jane Shapiro in memory of Gary's 
mother, Rose Shapiro

CeleBrate a SIMChah By PurChaSInG a leaf on 
our tree of lIfe
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf.  lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV

Religious School Fund
Roberta and Abe Visser in memory of Sye and 
Marie Visser and Eli and Mollie Hanan
Arthur Cohen "in appreciation and thanks for 
the thoughtful Purim basket" left at his door.

Torah Repair Fund
Ronnie Brown and Dan Fox in memory of 
Robert Cater
Ronnie Brown and Dan Fox in memory of Sye 
Visser
Ronnie Brown and Dan Fox in memory of 
Gwendoline Winn
Ronnie Brown and Dan Fox in honor of the 
birth of Deborah and Jerry Kaufman's newest 
granddaughter
David Butler in memory of his son, Jacob Butler

Oneg Fund
Marty Reisig in memory of Nancy Reisig
Yvette Yeager in memory of Frieda Yeager
Michelle Rosen in gratitude for the transporta-
tion help her daughter Morgan received over 
the High Holidays
Gerry Eichner in honor of Arthur Cohen "for 
being a special guy!" 
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

  David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
   Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.O.G. 

Heather L. Arel, M.S.N., A.R.N.P. 

454 Old Street Rd., Suite 302 
Peterborough, NH  03458 

 
 

650 Court St., Suite 5 
Keene, NH  03431 

For appointments, call: 
(603) 924-9444 

 
 

Visit our Facebook page and our web site: 
www.MonadnockOBGYN.com 

For all of your Obstetrical and Gynecological needs. 


